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intellect was clearer, but because he attended more
persistently to his problems. The statement, I
think, involves a fallacy. Newton himself, no
doubt, did' better the longer he kept a problem
before him. He inferred, unjustifiably, that of two
different men, the one who could keep up his
attention longest would be the best. That does
not follow. The difference may indeed be moral
as well as intellectual; and it is quite true that a
power of sustained attention is of the highest
importance in mathematics, and that that power
supposes a moral quality ; but, conversely, the power
of attention probably implies also the power of clear
intellectual vision. A muddle-headed man would
find attention useless. This is, of course, still
clearer in the case where the mind is exercised
upon questions of human interest. The statesman
and the di^amatist both depend upon their power of
sympathy and the strength of their emotions, as
much as upon their logical capacity. To feel for
others I must imagine their position : if I imagine
it, I can hardly avoid feeling for them. "Altruism "
is the product, in other words, of a process both
intellectual and moral.

Now, remembering this, we see the difficulty of
pronouncing upon the nature of the Greek organi-
sation. Perhaps the commonest of all remarks